The University of Findlay

College of Liberal Arts

Spring Semester 2005

The Mission of the University is to equip our students 

for meaningful lives and productive careers.
	Course Number/Title: 
	RELI 270.01—Religious Issues in Contemporary Society

	Credit Hours:
	3

	Class Time
	Monday Wednesday Friday 10:00-10:50

	Prerequisites
	Undergraduate Status

	Instructor:
	Dr. Robert C. Cecire

Old Main 303-G

419-434-5305 (office

419-425-4281 (home)

	Office Hours:
	M W F 11:00-12:00; T Th 2:00-3:15 and by appointment

	Course Description
	This course is concerned with a Judeo-Christian world view and the importance of that world view for one’s interaction with major social issues such as poverty, wealth distribution, racism, the death penalty and suicide.

	Relationship to the Conceptual Framework 
	This course is designed to introduce students to some of the major social issues of the day. This introduction will take place in the light of the Biblical teaching on such concepts as justice, righteousness, and love. Thus the student should interact with these social issues in the light of their faith perspective and their understanding of Biblical ethics.

	Course Objectives
	1. To identify the impact of various trends and forces upon contemporary social and economic issues.
2. To identify ways in which religious commitments and community may alter, or abet these trends.
3. To understand how one may understand and impact contemporary issues in the light of their religious commitments or world view.


General Education Learning Outcomes Addressed
	Goal 1.  Students will take courses which expose them to a range of basic religious beliefs and diverse ethical perspectives and which encourage them to develop their own perspectives on global issues.
	X

	Goal 2. Students will become familiar with the historical, scientific, literary, and/or philosophical content of a range of disciplines.


	X

	Goal 3.  Students will acquire and practice skills for reading, writing, speaking, listening, abstract inquiry, critical thinking, logical reasoning, and use of computers and related technology.
	X

	Goal 4.  Students will develop an appreciation for and means of analyzing art, literature, music, communication, science, and/or theatre.
	

	Goal 5.  Throughout their general education experience, students will analyze and reflect upon the challenges facing our global society as well as the importance of being a life-long learner and responsible citizen.
	X


	Required Textbooks and other materials
	Smedes, Lewis B. Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 1983.

Kozol, Jonathan. Amazing Grace. New York: Crown. 1995.

Prejean, Sister Helen. Dead Man Walking. New York: Vintage. 1994.

Carr, G. Lloyd and Gwendolyn Carr. The Fierce Goodbye. 2nd ed. Scottsdale, PA: Herald Press. 2004

	Knowledge Base
	Graduate Studies, 

Pastoral experience, 

Professional Library (relevant books and journals)


Instructional Strategies 

	Case Analysis
	
	Library and Internet Research
	X

	Debate
	
	Practice/drill
	

	Discovery/Independent Research
	X
	Problem solving
	

	Discussion/Questioning/Interviewing
	X
	Reading assignments
	X

	Experiential Learning
	
	Role playing/simulation games
	

	Field Experience
	
	Service Learning
	

	Group Presentation
	
	Video/Audio Review and Critique
	X

	Laboratory Experiences
	
	Other
	

	Lecture
	X
	
	


Methods of Assessment 

	Abstracts
	
	Oral/written review of literature
	

	Attendance
	X
	Participation
	X

	Capstone Project
	
	Peer Evaluation
	

	Case Study
	
	Portfolio
	

	Exams
	X
	Portfolio Lab Performance
	

	Group Projects
	
	Presentations
	

	Homework Assignments
	X
	Professional Evaluation
	

	Internet Research
	X
	Quizzes
	

	Journaling
	
	Research project
	X

	Lab Performance
	
	Other
	


	Course Requirements
	· Complete assigned readings. 

· Attend and participate in class meetings.
· Completion of exams.
· An 8-10 page paper on one of the topics discussed in this course in which you describe your point of view regarding the topic. You should support your work within an ethical framework and with examples. The paper should include a bibliography of works you have found useful in forming your view.

	Grading Scale/ Distribution
	A. There will be 400 points in the class:

1) Test #1
100 points

2) Test #2
100 points

3) Paper
150 points

4) Class Attendance 
50 points

& participation


Total
400 points


	
	B.
Point Distribution


400-360 points
A


359-320 points
B


319-280 points
C


279-240 points
D


239-000 points
F

	Honor Code
	I will not knowingly engage in any dishonorable behavior, cheat, steal, lie or commit any act of plagiarism during my academic work, course, or endeavor.  If I observe an act which I believe violates the University’s Honor Code, I may, at my discretion, report it to the appropriate personnel.

	Course Policies and Practices
	Attendance, class participation, taking notes, and keeping current in reading assignments are all very important for success in this class.

	Final Exam Date 
	Final Exam date: Monday, April 25, 12:00-1:50 P.M.

	Special Services
	If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to register with the Office of Disability Service and notify your instructor one week prior to any needed service so that reasonable accommodations can be made for you.


Tentative Course Outline (Course outline is subject to change throughout the semester)
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	Week I 

January 5, 7
	Course Introduction 

Ethics and Word View
	Hopfe-Woodward, pp. 1-12

	Week II 

January 10, 12, 14
	Justice 
“The Case for Innocence”
	Smedes, pp. 21-44

	Week III 

January 19, 21
	Justice, 
Love
	Smedes, pp. 45-66

	Week IV 

January 24, 26, 28
	Love
Human Life
	Smedes, pp. 99-156

	Week V 

January 31, February 2, 4
	Covenant
Property
	Smedes, pp. 157-182; 183-208

	Week VI 

February 7, 9, 11
	Property
False Witness
	Smedes, pp. 211-238

	Week VII 

February 14, 16, 18
	Poverty, Wealth Distribution
Faith and Poverty, Poor children “Running with the Bulls”
	Kozol, pp. 1-138

	Week VIII 

February 21, 23, 25
	Reading Day (February 21)
Discussion of Kozol, pp. 1-138
	

	Week IX 

Feb. 28 March 2, 4
	Poverty, Racism, Disease
Take-Home exam (March 4 due on March 16)
	Kozol, pp. 141-249

	Week X 

March 7, 9, 11
	Spring Break


	

	Week XI 

March 14, 16, 18
	Capital Punishment
“Fourteen Days in May”
	Prejean, pp. 1-117

	Week XII 

March 21, 23
	Capital Punishment


	Prejean, pp. 118-245

	Week XIII 

March 30, April 1
	Capital Punishment
	

	Week XIV 

April 4, 6, 8
	Suicide 


	Carr, pp. 1-77

	Week XV 

April 11, 13 115
	Suicide 

Coping
	Carr, pp. 79-91

	Week XVI
April 18, 20, 22
	Review and Conclusions
Take home exam (April 20) due on April 25
	

	Monday, April 25
	Final Exam 12:00-1:50 P.M.
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