The University of Findlay

College of Liberal Arts

Fall 2005

The Mission of the University is to equip our students 

for meaningful lives and productive careers.
	Course Number/Title: 
	RELI 335.01 The New Testament

	Credit Hours:
	3

	Class Time
	M W F 2:00-2:50

	Prerequisites
	Upper class status

	Instructor:
	Dr. Robert C. Cecire

Old Main 303-G

419-434-5306 (office)

419-425-4281 (home)

rcecire@findlay.edu (e-mail)

	Office Hours:
	10:00-11:30 on T Th; 3:00-4:00 M W F and by appointment

	Course Description
	An introduction to the historical development, religion, and literature of the New Testament. The New Testament will be studied in English translation with special attention to its first century Jewish and Greco-Roman context as well as its major teachings and central concerns.

	Relationship to the Conceptual Framework 
	The New Testament is the most important collection of writings in Christendom. Millions have been, and are, devoted to its teachings. Many today find their meaning in life within its pages. Thus the course is designed to enable students to understand the writings that can inform their own spirituality and identity, and thus help them in their own search for the meaningful life—meaning which will carry over into the careers they pursue.

	Course Objectives
	The student will gain a basic knowledge of

1. The historical context of the development of the New Testament.
2. The theological teaching of the New Testament.
3. The books of the New Testament.
4. Contemporary importance of the New Testament.


General Education Learning Outcomes Addressed
	Goal 1.  Students will take courses which expose them to a range of basic religious beliefs and diverse ethical perspectives and which encourage them to develop their own perspectives on global issues.
	X

	Goal 2. Students will become familiar with the historical, scientific, literary, and/or philosophical content of a range of disciplines.
	

	Goal 3.  Students will acquire and practice skills for reading, writing, speaking, listening, abstract inquiry, critical thinking, logical reasoning, and using computers and related technology.
	X

	Goal 4.  Students will develop an appreciation for and means of analyzing art, literature, music, communication, science, and/or theatre.
	X

	Goal 5.  Throughout their general education experience, students will analyze and reflect upon the challenges facing our global society as well as the importance of being a life-long learner and responsible citizen.
	X


	Required Textbooks and other materials
	Metzger, Bruce. The New Testament: Its Background, Growth, and Context. 3rd ed. Nashville: Abingdon. 2003.

The Bible (New Testament)

	Knowledge Base
	Graduate Studies, research, and professional library (relevant books and journals)


Instructional Strategies 

	Case Analysis
	
	Library and Internet Research
	X

	Debate
	
	Practice/drill
	

	Discovery/Independent Research
	X
	Problem solving
	

	Discussion/Questioning/Interviewing
	
	Reading assignments
	X

	Experiential Learning
	
	Role playing/simulation games
	

	Field Experience
	
	Service Learning
	

	Group Presentation
	
	Video/Audio Review and Critique
	

	Laboratory Experiences
	
	Other
	

	Lecture
	X
	
	


Methods of Assessment 

	Abstracts
	
	Oral/written review of literature
	

	Attendance
	X
	Participation
	X

	Capstone Project
	X
	Peer Evaluation
	

	Case Study
	
	Portfolio
	

	Exams
	X
	Portfolio Lab Performance
	

	Group Projects
	
	Presentations
	

	Homework Assignments
	
	Professional Evaluation
	

	Internet Research
	X
	Quizzes
	

	Journaling
	
	Research project
	X

	Lab Performance
	
	Other (Library Research)
	X


	Course Requirements
	· Read textbooks and other appropriate resources. 

· Regular attendance and participation.
· Complete three exams and one final exam.
· Write a 10-15 page research paper on some aspect of the New Testament (teaching, history, contemporary relevance, and controversies). The paper should be well-written and documented. Some possible topics are appended to this syllabus.


	Grading Scale/ Distribution
	A. There will be a maximum of 500 points in the class:

1) Exam #1
100 points

2) Exam #2
100 points

3) Exam # 3 *
100 points

3) Research Paper
150 points

4) Attendance & Participation 
50 points 

Total
500 points

*
The class will have the right to vote on the number of exams with a minimum of two. Points will be adjusted accordingly.

B.
Point Distribution


500-450 points
A


449-400 points
B


399-350 points
C


349-300 points
D


299-000 points
F

	Honor Code
	I will not knowingly engage in any dishonorable behavior, cheat, steal, lie or commit any act of plagiarism during my academic work, course, or endeavor.  If I observe an act which I believe violates the University’s Honor Code, I may, at my discretion, report it to the appropriate personnel.

	Course Policies and Practices
	Class attendance and taking notes is very important. Equally important, especially in this class, is keeping current with reading assignments. If an exam is missed (a valid excuse is necessary) it must be made up at the testing center as soon as possible.

	Final Exam Date 
	Wednesday, December 14, 2:00-3:50 P.M.

	Special Services
	If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to register with the Office of Disability Service and notify your instructor one week prior to any needed service so that reasonable accommodations can be made for you.


Tentative Course Outline (Course outline is subject to change throughout the term.)
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	Week I 

August 29, 31, Sept. 2
	Introduction (Aug. 29)

Hellenistic World

Library Tour & Paper Discussion
	Metzger, 21-41

	Week II 

September 7, 9
	Jews and Intertestamental Period
	Metzger, 73-86



	Week III 

September 12, 14, 16
	First Century Judaism
	Metzger, 43-72

	Week IV 

September 19, 21, 23
	Jesus of Nazareth

Sources and Synoptic Problems
	Metzger, 89-122

Exam # 1

	Week V 

September 26, 28, 30
	Ministry of Jesus

Kingdom of God, Miracles, etc.
	Metzger, 123-192; Mark 1:1-20; Matthew 5-7, 13; Luke 8:40-56

	Week VI 

October 3, 5, 7
	The Crisis: Crucifixion and Resurrection
	Mark 11-16

	Week VII 

October 10, 12 
	The Early Church and its Faith


	Acts 1-5

	Week VIII 

October 17, 19, 21
	Jewish Christianity

Hellenistic Christianity
	Metzger 195-220; Letter of James; Acts 7-8

	Week IX 

October 24, 26, 28
	Saul of Tarsus and the Gentile Mission
	Metzger 221-248; Acts 9-28

Exam # 2

	Week X 

October 31, Nov. 2, 4
	The Pauline Letters
	Metzger, 249-281; Galatians; Romans

	Week XI 

November 7, 9, 11
	Pauline Letters, cont.
	I Corinthians, Ephesians, Pastorals

	Week XII 

November 14, 16, 18
	General Letters
	I Peter; Hebrews; Metzger 283-308

	Week XIII 

November 21
	Johannine Litterature
	Gospel of John

	Week XIV 

November 28, 30, December 2
	Johannine Literature, cont.
	I John, Revelation

	Week XV 

December 5, 7, 9
	Review
	

	Week XVI
Wednesday, Dec. 14 
	Final Exam 2:00-3:50
	


Possible Topics for Research Papers

The following are suggestions only. You may choose a different topic with the instructor’s approval. The topics are very broad. You may (in some cases you must) write on some aspect of the suggestions.

· Exegesis Paper on any given pericope or text of the New Testament.
· The Kingdom of God in the Synoptic Gospels
· The “Jews” in the Gospel of John
· Pontius Pilate (or other prominent character)
· History and traditions re. any of the disciples and Apostles
· Women in the New Testament
· Apocalyptic Literature
· The Synoptic Problem
· The Problem of the Pastorals
· “Love” in the New Testament
· The Concept of Covenant
· The Cross
· Resurrection
· Parousia
· The Virgin Birth
· The Church in the New Testament (e.g. metaphors, relation to Israel, officers et cetera)
· Miracles in the Gospels
· Salvation
· Ethical Demands
· Marriage and family

· Faith

· Grace

· Sacraments

· Gentile Christianity

· Jewish Christianity

· Asceticism (or encratism)
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