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College of Liberal Arts

Fall 2005

The Mission of the University is to equip our students 

for meaningful lives and productive careers.
	Course Number/Title: 
	RELI 270.01—Religious Issues in Contemporary Society: Christianity and War

	Credit Hours:
	3

	Class Time
	M W F 9:00-9:50 A.M.

	Prerequisites
	Undergraduate Status

	Instructor:
	Dr. Robert C. Cecire

Old Main 303-G

419-434-5306 (office)

419-425-4281 (home)

rcecire@findlay.edu (e-mail)

	Office Hours:
	10:00-11:30 on T Th; 3:00-4:00 M W F and by appointment

	Course Description
	In this course the student will have the opportunity to reflect on Christian values and teaching as they relate to war. The course will look at the many causes of organized violence and the influence of Christianity on that violence as both a peacemaker and as an abettor of war. Finally, Christian attitudes toward war will be discussed.

	Relationship to the Conceptual Framework 
	The University’s motto of preparing students for a meaningful life speaks to one’s values, the meaning one finds in those values, and the ability to live in accordance with those values. Christianity, as the dominant religion of the west, has imparted ultimate values to people through its teaching about God and His relationship to the human race. Peace is a central value in both Testaments and as such is an ideal for Christians. At the same time, a major characteristic of life in western society has been pugnacity and conflict. As a result, millions have lost their lives, and political entities have been destroyed. This course will be concerned with the relationship of Christianity with war; e.g. what is a Christian position regarding war? Is war (ever) justified? Is pacifism closer to a true Christian position? The course should lead the student to think about the issue of war with the idea that he/she will be in a position to evaluate the necessity of war (or any given war) and contribute in a meaningful way to discussion about war. Ultimately this is an issue of immense practical, as well as conceptual importance.

	Course Objectives
	1. Gain an understanding of the reasons for and function of war.
2. Gain knowledge of the history of war and the relation ship of Christianity to war.
3. Gain knowledge of the religious justification for war.
4. Gain knowledge of arguments for pacifism and its variants.
5. Be able to adopt a critical attitude toward the concept of war in the light of a Christian (or religious) world-view.


General Education Learning Outcomes Addressed
	Goal 1.  Students will take courses which expose them to a range of basic religious beliefs and diverse ethical perspectives and which encourage them to develop their own perspectives on global issues.
	X

	Goal 2. Students will become familiar with the historical, scientific, literary, and/or philosophical content of a range of disciplines.


	X

	Goal 3.  Students will acquire and practice skills for reading, writing, speaking, listening, abstract inquiry, critical thinking, logical reasoning, and using computers and related technology.
	X

	Goal 4.  Students will develop an appreciation for and means of analyzing art, literature, music, communication, science, and/or theatre.
	

	Goal 5.  Throughout their general education experience, students will analyze and reflect upon the challenges facing our global society as well as the importance of being a life-long learner and responsible citizen.
	X


	Required Textbooks and other materials
	Bainton, Roland. Christian Attitudes Toward War and Peace. Nashville: Abingdon. 1960

Chase, Kenneth and Allan Jacobs. Must Christianity be Violent? Grand Rapids: Brazos Press. 2003

Nouwen, Henri. Peacework. Maryknoll: Orbis. 2005

Yoder, John Howard. When War Is Unjust. Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock. 2001.

	Knowledge Base
	Graduate Studies, Professional Development, Research


Instructional Strategies 

	Case Analysis
	
	Library and Internet Research
	X

	Debate
	
	Practice/drill
	

	Discovery/Independent Research
	X
	Problem solving
	

	Discussion/Questioning/Interviewing
	
	Reading assignments
	X

	Experiential Learning
	
	Role playing/simulation games
	

	Field Experience
	
	Service Learning
	

	Group Presentation
	
	Video/Audio Review and Critique
	X

	Laboratory Experiences
	
	Other
	

	Lecture
	X
	
	


Methods of Assessment 

	Abstracts
	
	Oral/written review of literature
	

	Attendance
	X
	Participation
	X

	Capstone Project
	
	Peer Evaluation
	

	Case Study
	
	Portfolio
	

	Exams
	X
	Portfolio Lab Performance
	

	Group Projects
	
	Presentations
	

	Homework Assignments
	
	Professional Evaluation
	

	Internet Research
	X
	Quizzes
	

	Journaling
	
	Research project
	X

	Lab Performance
	
	Other
	


	Course Requirements
	· Read textbooks and other appropriate resources. 

· Regular attendance and participation.
· Complete three exams. The exams will be “take-home” and will be due one week after questions are handed to the class. The final will be given to the class on November 28, and will be due on the day upon which the final exam is scheduled.
· A research paper of 10-12 pages will be due on November 21. This paper may be on any topic of interest to you connected with this course. A list of topics is appended to this syllabus for your consideration. This paper should be typed, have correct grammar, spelling and citations, and include a bibliography (or, works cited page). 


	Grading Scale/ Distribution
	A. There will be 500 points in the class:

1) Exam #1
100 points

2) Exam #2
100 points

3) Exam # 3
100 points

3) Attendance 
50 points

4) Research Paper
150 points

Total
500 points

B.
Point Distribution


500-450 points
A


449-400 points
B


399-350 points
C


349-300 points
D


299-000 points
F

	Honor Code
	I will not knowingly engage in any dishonorable behavior, cheat, steal, lie or commit any act of plagiarism during my academic work, course, or endeavor.  If I observe an act which I believe violates the University’s Honor Code, I may, at my discretion, report it to the appropriate personnel.

	Course Policies and Practices
	Attendance and taking notes in class are very important. Keeping current with the reading assignments is also important. There is the possibility of a “pop” quiz over reading assignments.

	Final Exam Date 
	Final Exam date: Monday, December 12, 2005, 10:00-11:50 A.M.

	Special Services
	If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to register with the Office of Disability Service and notify your instructor one week prior to any needed service so that reasonable accommodations can be made for you.


Tentative Course Outline (Course outline is subject to change throughout the term.)
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	Week I 

August 29, 31, Sept. 1
	Course Introduction 

Film

Discussion
	

	Week II 

September 9, 7
	World Outlooks

Nature of War

Inevitability 
	Bainton, pp. 13-16

	Week III 

September 12, 14, 

September 16
	War in Antiquity

Cicero, etc., Just War

War in Old Testament

Discussion—First three weeks
	Bainton, pp. 33-43

	Week IV 

September 19, 21, 23
	Nature of Shalom

War in New Testament (Ideals)

Pre-Constantinian Period
	Bainton, pp. 44-84

	Week V

September 26, 28, 30
	Constantine

Theodosius

Invasions and Gothic Wars

Ambrose, Augustine
	Bainston pp. 85-101

Exam 1

	Week VI

October 3, 5, 7
	The Just War
	Yoder, Introduction, pp. 1-49

	Week VII

October 10, 12
	Non-Resistance

Pacifism
	Yoder, pp. 50-117

	Week VIII

October 17, 19, 21
	Crusade

Pre-emptive War
	Oct. 21 Discussion—War Theories

	Week IX

October 24, 26, 28
	Pepin & Lombards

First Crusade
	Bainton, pp. 101-121

	Week X

October 31 November 2, 4
	Crusades & Papal Power
	Chase, pp. 7-19; 23-36

Exam 2

	Week XI

November 7, 9, 11
	Religious Wars

Enlightenment—Revolutions
	Bainton, pp. 136-189

	Week XII

November 14, 16, 18
	World War I

World War II
	Bainton, pp. 190-268

	Week XIII

November 21
	Christendom & the Holocaust
	Chase 69-78; 97-106

	Week XIV

November 28, 30, December 2
	Christendom & Holocaust, cont.

Second Gulf War

Study Day
	Chase, 79-93

	Week XV

December 5, 7, 9
	Second Gulf War, cont.
	Nouwen; 7-127

	Week XVI

December 14
	Final Exam 10:00-11:50
	


Appendix

Possible Topics for the Term Paper: These are only suggestions. Most of these topics are broad and will therefore have to be refined during your research.

· The New Testament Understanding of “Peace”

· The New Testament and War

· The “Holy War” in the Hebrew Scriptures

· War metaphors in the New Testament

· Constantine and Christianity

· Augustine and the “Just War” Theory

· Pacifism in the early church

· The Gothic Wars

· The Papacy and the Carolingians

· Thomas Aquinas and the Just War

· Urban II and the First Crusade

· The First Crusade and Anti-Semitism

· Joan of Arc

· The Fourth Crusade

· Crusades Against Heretics

· The Investiture Controversy

· The Religious (and Papal) Wars of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries

· The Battle of Tours (732)

· Enlightenment and Revolution

· World War I—note the position of the churches on both sides

· The German Church and Nationalism after World War I

· The German Christian Movement

· The Confessing Church in Nazi Germany

· Catholicism in Nazi Germany

· Pope Pius XII and World War II

· Justification re. the Second Iraq War

· The churches and Weapons of Mass Destruction

· Fundamentalism and Terrorism

· Modern Pacifism 

· Modern Versions of the Just War Theory

· Pre-emptive Wars

· Churches in World War II
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