   The University of Findlay

College of Liberal Arts

      Spring Semester 2011
The Mission of the University is to equip our students 

for meaningful lives and productive careers.

	Course Number/Title:   
	ENGL 302.01 Advanced Writing 
Prerequisite:  “B” or better in ENGL 106 or 107, or “C” or better in ENGL 202, 272, 305, or 306

	Credit Hours:

	3



	Class Time/Place:
 
	11-11:50 AM GFAP 110 M, W, and Main 203 (or Main 310) F


	Instructor:



	Dr. Christine M. Denecker

1124 North Cory Street, Office A
ext. 6661; email:  denecker@findlay.edu



	Office Hours:



	1-3 PM M, W, F
Also available by appointment



	Course Description


	The UF Catalog Course Description of ENGL 302 states that Advanced Writing is a “course in which students with basically solid writing abilities can increase the sophistication of their writing and their appreciation of effective writing through the analysis of writing styles, revision, and practice in a variety of forms of writing.”
More specifically, with its focus on facilitating ways for students to explore and join the written conversations in their own field of study, Advanced Writing gives students an initial, solid grounding in a variety of approaches to writing and then allows students to design their own individual projects and writing goals as the semester progresses.  There is much “hands-on” learning involved in this course; however, students need not be composition experts in order to excel in Advanced Writing.  Instead, this course is for all students who want to stretch their writing beyond conventional essay forms, prepare for graduate level or professional writing, or just increase their ability to communicate more effectively through the written word.  Most importantly, Advanced Writing gives students the tools, experience, and knowledge they need to not only grow in confidence and ability as writers but also to prepare for any future writing challenges they may encounter in their professional and personal lives.


	Course Objectives and General Education Learning Outcomes
	· Students will further develop their abilities to revise their

own writing via critical feedback that is personal, professional, and/or peer-generated in nature.
· Students will explore various approaches to writing essays

and explore ways of developing style and voice as a writer.
· Students will further develop their abilities to

 contribute to and join an on-going academic “conversation.”

· Students will learn to write as a professional in the field

of their interest and will explore a specific topic (or topics) in-depth from within that field

· Students will conceptualize, create, and draft written texts 

that present an argument; consider audience, purpose and context; and, follow the conventions  of English language and letters

· Students will conduct sustained, in-depth critical analyses 

using both primary and secondary texts

· Students will acquire and practice skills for reading,
writing, speaking, listening, abstract inquiry, critical thinking, logical reasoning, and using computers and related technology.




	Required Textbooks and other materials
	Writing Analytically by Rosenwasser and Stephen
Keys for Writers

System for compiling, keeping, and organizing writing assignments



	Coursework
	1) ReVision: This assignment will challenge you to analyze an existing work (using techniques learned in class) and then reflect upon how you might “revision” this assignment should you approach it again.
2) Analytical Work: For this assignment, you will be demonstrating your ability to analyze.
3) Quizzes: Throughout the semester, there will be short quizzes to gauge your understanding of the course material.
4) Research Project: Your major project for this course will be focused on your field of study and will include primary as well as secondary research.

5) Presentation: At the end of the semester, you will share your Research Project findings with the rest of the class and with faculty/staff interested in your project.

6) Final Portfolio: Your final portfolio will contain examples from each of your writings in order to demonstrate your overall growth throughout the semester. The portfolio will open with a reflective introduction and will take the place of your final exam.


	Grading Scale/Distribution
	Attendance and Participation 100 points
ReVision 150 points

Analytical Work 200 points

Quizzes 100 points
Research Project 250 points
Presentation 100 points
Final Portfolio 100 points
Final Grading Percentage

A= 93-100

A-= 90-92

B+= 87-89

B= 83-86

B-= 80-82

C+= 77-79

C= 73-76

C-= 70-72
D+=68-69

D= 63-67

F= 62-0


	Additional Information

And General Policies
	Instructional Methods

Some people believe that good writers are simply “born” or “blessed.”  However, in most cases, good writers are people who practice their craft and consistently polish and revise what they have already written.  So it should come as no surprise that this course will entail much writing practice.  This is not a lecture course.  A typical day will include discussions of reading assignments, analysis of written work, writing practice, peer editing, and maybe even group work.  PLEASE NOTE THAT WE MEET IN GFAP 110 ON M and W.  On FRIDAYS, we are scheduled to meet in MAIN 203; however, whenever possible, we will be meeting in MAIN 310 (computer lab) as availability allows.
Attendance and Participation
Please keep in mind that your attendance and participation are essential to not only your success, but also to the success of others in this course.  It’s the give and take, the feedback that will help you grow as a writer.  Attendance and participation are the keys to this course, and it is expected that you will keep up with the class reading and writing assignments.  Always come prepared to discuss and write about the day’s topic.  Failure to participate in class will result in lower grades.  **I realize that some students are more verbal/vocal than others; however, all students can contribute to the course either in whole class or small group discussion; via peer exchanges; and simply by staying focused an on-task during the class session.
In regard to absences, if you do have to miss class, you should notify as soon as possible with your excuse.  Likewise, if you must be absent, you are still responsible for doing the work required for the next class meeting. Class information is posted both in your syllabus and on Blackboard.  From time to time, I email important reminders to the class; please use your UFMail account to check these messages.  I also post these messages in the “Announcements” section of Blackboard.   

After three absences (one week of class), your participation/attendance points will be lowered 3 points per day for each additional absence. 
Conferences

At least once during each unit, we will not have class as a group; instead, I will meet with each of you in a conference session.  Most of the time these conferences will be held in my office at 1124 N. Cory.  Please note that your attendance at your conference equals the attendance of a class session; thus, a missed conference is the same as a class absence. 

**A Note on Classroom Etiquette:  1) Please turn off all cell phones/pagers/electronic communication devices before entering the classroom and refrain from using these devices during class. 2) Please note that it is not acceptable to be typing at the computer during class discussion or when classmates or the instructor are talking to the class.  Also, class time will be focused on doing work for this class.  Meeting in a computer lab creates a number of temptations—checking email, IMing, chatting online, checking Facebook, etc.—it is your job as an adult learner to avoid those temptations and stay focused on the course tasks at hand.
Due Dates

Unless otherwise noted, all assignments (homework as well as papers) are due by the beginning of class on the date specified. No late assignments will be accepted. In-class writing and activities cannot be made up.  
Revision Policy

All elements of the Final Portfolio can be revised prior to the due-date for that project.  An explanation of revisions should be included in the final reflection.
Plagiarism

Don’t do it.  This includes “borrowing” ideas, phrases, entire papers without giving the author proper credit.  Any plagiarized work will receive an “F” and is cause for immediate failure of the course.  Proper paraphrasing and documentation techniques will be discussed in class; if you have any questions regarding plagiarism, please ask me.

U of F Honor Code

I will not knowingly engage in any dishonorable behavior, cheat, steal, lie or commit any act of plagiarism during my academic work, course, or endeavor.  If I observe an act which I believe violates the University’s Honor Code, I may, in my discretion, report it to the appropriate personnel.

Special Services

If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to register with the Office of Disability Service and notify your instructor one week prior to any needed service so that reasonable accommodations can be made for you.
Use of Student Writing

Throughout the course, we will be sharing and reading one another’s work.  At times, I may make copies of students’ work to distribute and discuss in class.  If, for any reason, you prefer that I not share with the class a particular assignment you have written, simply make a note of it on the front page before submitting the assignment.




Tentative Course Outline/Daily Schedule

This is a tentative outline of the course schedule for the semester.  Further details about reading and writing assignments will be provided in class.  Remember, this is only a tentative schedule. Reading assignments are due on the dates listed.
Mon., Jan. 10 Getting Acquainted, syllabus, course overview
Wed., Jan. 12 Unit 1: The Analytical Frame of Mind; Explanation of ReVision Assignment; Chapter 1: Five Analytical Moves
Fri., Jan. 14 Chapters 2 and 3; ReVision Assignment
Mon., Jan. 17 No Class Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Wed., Jan. 19 Chapter 4; ReVision Assignment 
Fri., Jan. 21 Chapts. 5 & 6; Explanation of Research Project; 
Mon., Jan. 24 Quiz over Unit 1; Formulating the Research Question; 

Wed., Jan. 26 Writing the Research Proposal; work on ReVision Assignment
Fri., Jan. 28 Conferences for Research Project; bring proposal to conference (
Mon., Jan. 31 Research Day; ReVision Assignment due; Unit 2: Writing the Researched Paper; Chapt. 16 Finding Sources
Wed., Feb. 2 Gathering and Assessing Sources; Primary v. Secondary Sources; Formulating the Research Question; Chapter 13 Reading Analytically 
Fri., Feb. 4 Using Sources Analytically; Chapts. 14 & 16 (Documenting Sources)
Mon., Feb. 7 Chapt. 15 Two Sample Essays; Goal Setting for Research Projects
Wed., Feb. 9 Quiz over Unit 2
Fri., Feb. 11 Explanation of Analytical Works Assignment; 
Project Update (contact of primary resource)
Mon., Feb. 14 Analytical Work; Unit 3: Writing the Analytical Essay; Chapt. 7 Evidence
Wed., Feb. 16 Analytical Work; Chapt. 8 Evidence
Fri., Feb. 18 Analytical Work 

Mon., Feb. 21 Analytical Work Assignment due; sharing

Wed., Feb. 23 Analytical Work Assignment due; sharing; Chapter 9 Thesis
Fri., Feb. 25 Conferences; Analysis Project Update; Developing the Thesis
Mon., Feb. 28 Making a Thesis Evolve
Wed., March 2 Chapt. 10 Structuring the Paper
Fri., March 4 Quiz over Unit 3; Outline due upon return from Spring Break
Mon., March 7; Wed., March 9; Fri., March 11—No Class—Spring Break
Mon., March 14 Outlines due: Unit 3 Continued; Chapter 11 Introductions and Conclusions
Wed., March 16 Drafting; Assessing where additional sources are needed
Fri., March 18 Chapt. 12 Recognizing Weak Thesis Statements; Drafting
Mon., March 21 Conferences; bring preliminary draft to conference
Wed., March 23 Drafting
Fri., March 25 Drafting 
Mon., March 28 Drafting 
Wed., March 30 Drafting; Unit 4 Grammar and Style; Chapt. 17 Choosing Words 
Fri., April 1 Drafting; Chapt. 18 Shaping Sentences
Mon., April 4 Drafting; Chapt. 19 Common Grammar Errors
Wed., April 6 Rough Draft of Research Project due; Peer work
Fri., April 8 Quiz over Unit 4
Mon., April 11 No Class—Assignment in Blackboard; Revising the Rough Draft
Wed., April 13 Revisions
Fri., April 15 Revisions
Mon., April 18 Final Presentation Preparation
Wed., April 20 Workshop for Final Presentation and Final Copy of Research Project
Fri., April 22—No Class Easter Break
Mon., April 25 Final Portfolio Reflection and Construction
Wed., April 27 Final Presentations: Malcolm Dining Hall, GFAP
Fri., April 29 Final Presentations: Terry Conference Room, AMU
Thurs., May 5 10:00-11:50 AM—Final Presentations: Malcolm Dining Hall, GFAP; Final Portfolios due
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