The University of Findlay
College of Liberal Arts
Fall 2011
The mission of The University of Findlay is to equip our students for meaningful lives and productive careers.
Course Number/Title:  PSYC 233.01 – Abnormal Psychology
Credit Hours: Three
Class Time/Place: 9:00 m – 9:50 am, M, W, F – 250 WTS
Prerequisites, Co-requisites and Course Description: 
Prerequisite: PSYC 100 or permission of the instructor

This course covers the study of pathological behavior generally, with major emphasis on the nature, causes, prevention, and treatment of mental disorders.

Instructor: John A. Malacos, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology/Licensed Psychologist
Instructor Contact Information: Office:
200 Howard St. (EXT. 6948 E-mail: malacos@findlay.edu ; FAX:    419-434-4822
Office Hours: 
M (1:30 pm-2:30 pm); T (10:00 am -11:00 am); W (2:00 pm-3:00 pm); H (10:00 am-11:00 am); F (2:00 pm-3:00 pm)
Course Objectives: 
There are a number of objectives for this course including the ability to think and write critically about mental disorders as well as being able to identify specific mental disorders and distinguish between what is normal vs. abnormal behavior

1. Identify appropriate applications of psychology in solving problems such as the origin and treatment of abnormal behavior

2. Understand the nature of abnormal behavior and mental illness
3. Understand the process of assessing such behavior and the most commonly used system for classifying psychological disorders (the DSM-IV TR)
4. Be familiar with and be able to discuss several different theoretical perspectives on psychological disorders
5. Be familiar with the research methods used and research findings on various psychological disorders
6. Understand the causes and be able to identify the symptoms of various psychological disorders
7. Be familiar with effective treatment approaches to different psychological disorders 
Required Textbooks and other materials:
Kearney, C.A. &  Trull, T.J. (2012) Abnormal psychology and life.  Belmont, Ca:  Wadsworth Publishing
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 Mitchell, J.E. Points of view:  Stories of Psychopathology (2001).   Philadelphia, PA:  Brunner-Routledge
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Instructional Strategies: 
	Case Analysis
	
	Library and Internet Research
	 X

	Debate
	
	Practice/drill
	

	Discovery/Independent Research
	 X
	Problem solving
	

	Discussion/Questioning/Interviewing
	 X
	Reading assignments
	 X

	Experiential Learning
	
	Role playing/simulation games
	

	Field Experience
	
	Service Learning
	

	Group Presentation
	
	Video/Audio Review and Critique
	

	Laboratory Experiences
	
	Other
	

	Lecture
	 X
	
	


Methods of Assessment: 
	Abstracts
	
	Participation
	

	Attendance
	
	Peer Evaluation
	

	Capstone Project
	
	Portfolio
	

	Case Study
	
	Portfolio Lab Performance
	

	Exams
	  X
	Presentations
	

	Group Projects
	
	Professional Evaluation
	

	Homework Assignments
	  X
	Quizzes
	

	Internet Research
	
	Research project
	

	Journaling
	
	Other
	

	Lab Performance
	
	
	

	Oral/written review of literature
	
	
	


Assignments:  
The final grade will be based on several tasks and activities.  There will be a combination of assignments and exams.  Since some students area better test takers than others while some students write better than others, grades will reflect student performance in various ways.
1. Exams – There will be two multiple choice exams covering information from the chapters and the lectures plus a final exam that will not be cumulative but will cover material discussed after Exam #2

2. Movie Review – There are external links on Blackboard that list numerous movies that have been produced to describe or depict mental illnesses.  Select one movie from the list and write a summary of the film.  See Movie Review Outline for further details.

3. Stories of Psychopathology – A supplementary book to your text is this book that includes information and stories about the various disorders that we will study this semester. After we complete the textbook chapter on that disorder or disorders, you are to complete the following on the case study in each of the corresponding sections:

a. Summary of the case or problem
b. Diagnostic criteria for that disorder

c. Procedures used to treat this disorder

d. Personal reactions to the case and/or your own personal life

Each case study or disorder will be about two typed pages in length and will be due by the next class period after completing the corresponding chapter from the Kearney and Trull text.  See the end of the syllabus for the chapters from both books.  When there are multiple chapters in the Stories of Psychopathology book, you will select half of the stories to complete that section. You may use your Kearney and Trull textbook as a reference and remember that when you reference any information from either of our two books or from anywhere else, you must always cite the reference in the body of the paper and use a reference page or work cited page at the end.

Grading:


Exams (2)


200 points






Final Exam


100 points






Stories/Cases (11 each x 10)
110 points






Movie Review


  65 points





TOTAL
            

475 points
Grading Scale/Distribution: 

	Grade
	Points
	Grading Scale

	A
	4.00
	93-100

	A-
	3.67
	90-92

	B+
	3.33
	87-89

	B
	3.00
	83-86

	B-
	2.67
	80-82

	C+
	2.33
	77-79

	C
	2.00
	73-76

	C-
	1.67
	70-72

	D+
	1.33
	67-69

	D
	1.00
	63-66

	D-
	0.67
	62-60

	F
	0.00
	below 60

	U
	0.00
	


University Honor Code:  Each and every student of the University will adhere to the following Honor Code:
“I will not knowingly engage in any dishonorable behavior, cheat, steal, lie or commit any act of plagiarism during any academic work, course or endeavor. If I observe an act which I believe violates the University’s Honor Code. I may, at my discretion, report it to the appropriate personnel.”

Student Honor Code: “I acknowledge that I have fully complied or will comply with all aspects of the University’s Honor Code in submitting this work.”
Student Rights and Responsibilities Statement, Article VIII-Academic Dishonesty: http://www.findlay.edu/offices/adminoffices/registrar/Student+Rights+and+Responsibilities/studentrightsandresponsibilitiesstatement.htm
Course Policies and Practices:    Not coming to class is detrimental since a student loses important information and misses out on the opportunity to participate in class discussions.  Students are expected to attend every class and to read all assignments prior to arrival in class.  If a student is not able to attend class for whatever reason, it is expected that the student will contact the instructor by email or voice mail.  It is also expected that students not plagiarize the work of other and will do their own work.  If a student is found plagiarizing, he/she will receive an automatic F for the assignment.  A second incidence will result in a F for the course.  If there is any difficulty in comprehending any of the materials, students will be expected to ask for help.  Tests and assignments will be credited on the days they are due unless there are extenuating circumstances.


Final Exam Date: Monday, December 12, 10:00 am – 11:50 am
Special Services: If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to inform your instructor and register with the Office of Disability Services (ods@findlay.edu) at least one week prior to a needed service so reasonable accommodations can be made.
Course and Instructor Evaluation: Each student is expected to complete the course and instructor evaluation which is sent electronically to the student by the Office of the Registrar. The electronic notification comes in the form of an e-mail from the UF Registrar’s Office with the following subject line: Online survey for the designated course (e.g., BIOL 102).
Last Date of Attendance Policy:  November 2, 2011
Tentative Course Outline: 
DATE




ACTIVITY
August 22




Opening Class

October 3




Movie Review Due

October 10-11




MID-FALL RECESS

November 23-27




THANKSGIVING BREAK

December 12




Final Exam, 10:00-11:50 am

TBA




Two Exams

TBA




Stories/Reflection Papers

Abnormal Psychology and Life


Stories of Psychopathology
Chapter 5 - Anxiety Disorders


Chapter 9- Specific Phobias




Chapter 10- Panic Disorder




Chapter 11- OCD




Chapter 12- Social Phobia




Chapter 13- PTSD

Chapter 14- Generalized Anxiety Disorder

Chapter 6 – Somatoform &

                     Dissociative Disorders

Chapter 15- Somatization Disorder




Chapter 16- Body Dysmorphic disorder

Chapter 7 – Mood Disorders


Chapter 7- Depression




Chapter 8- Mania

Chapter 8 – Eating and Sleep Disorders

Chapter 19- Anorexia Nervosa




Chapter 20- Bulimia Nervosa

Chapter 9 – Substance Related and

                      Impulse Control Disorders

Chapter 3- Alcohol Dependency




Chapter 4- Amphetamine Dependency

Chapter 10 – Personality Disorders

Chapter 23- Borderline Personality Disorder




Chapter 24- Antisocial Personality Disorder



Chapter 11 – Sexual and Gender Identity

                        Disorders


Chapter 18- Dissociative Disorders
Chapter 12 – Schizophrenia and

                        Psychotic Disorders

Chapter 5- Schizophrenia




Chapter 6- Delusional Disorders

Chapter 13/14 – Developmental and

                              Cognitive disorders

 Chapter 1- Delirium

Chapter 2- Dementia of the Alzheimer’s Type





