














 

 pick-up your room key and let our mentors help you carry your stuff to your room 
 

 we’ll provide a general overview for the week, spending some time in worship 
 

 Pastor Matt Ginter will share a bit of his own faith journey, using the opportunity  
 to introduce some of the big themes we will encounter throughout the week 
 

 throughout the week, we’ll utilize breakout groups for more focused, intentional  
 discussion...starting with an introductory breakout group session on Sunday evening 
 

 coming together from so many different places around the country,  
 we can’t help but take some time to, well, mix things up a little... 
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Pastor Matt Ginter serves as director of Christian Ministries at the 
University of Findlay. Having completed degrees in both History and 
Christian Thought at Grove City College, Matt then earned his Masters 
of Divinity at Winebrenner Theological Seminary. He has served local 
congregations in a pastoral capacity for the past seven years, recently 
transitioning to full-time collegiate ministry. Combined with years of  
experience serving at summer church camps, Matt brings a passion for 
interacting with young adults on questions of faith, life, and calling. 
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 we’ll begin the day with worship, prayer, a brief testimony, and a tour of the church 
 

 Dr Brent Sleasman will lead a discussion on ULTIMATE MEANING (‘What is most  
 important to me?’) - times of worship and breakout discussion included 
 

 half of the group will tour the Islamic Center of Greater Toledo while  
 the other half of the group will tour the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral  
 

 half of the group will tour the Congregation B’nai Israel Synagogue while  
 the other half of the group will tour the Hindu Temple of Toledo 
 

 students will present info to one another about their afternoon tours in Toledo 
 

 we’ll finish off the evening in the gym; basketball, billiards, rock wall, and more! 
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Dr. Brent Sleasman serves as president of Winebrenner Theological 
Seminary, having earned his Ph.D. in Rhetoric at Duquesne University. 
Dr. Sleasman has presented work at a variety of national conferences. 
His most recent publications explore the study of the philosophy of 
communication, including the examination of the contemporary signifi-
cance of the rise of the Evangelical mass media in the late 20th century 
and the role of a translator in the international classroom. Dr. Sleas-
man and his wife, Julie, and their three children live in Findlay, OH. 
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 we’ll spend the morning practicing the spiritual disciplines of solitude 
 and silence at the Basilica & National Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation 
 

 sharing our reflections on the morning’s time of silence and solitude with each other 
 

 Marlena Graves will lead a discussion on PERSONAL IDENTITY (‘Who am I? How  
 can I live a life of meaning, dignity, and joy?’) 
 

 we’ll finish the afternoon with prayer, a brief testimony, and a tour of the church 
 

 a longer, sustained time of corporate singing 
 

 watching Martin Scorsese’s ‘Hugo’ together...popcorn, of course, provided  
 and a time of discussion to follow after the movie 
 

P E R SONAL I D EN T I T Y  



 

P E R SONAL I D EN T I T Y  



P E R SONAL I D EN T I T Y  



 

P E R SONAL I D EN T I T Y  



 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

P E R SONAL I D EN T I T Y  

Marlena Graves is the author of A Beautiful Disaster: Finding Hope in 
the Midst of Brokenness. Hearts and Minds Books awarded it the Best 
Book on Spiritual Formation by a First Time Writer (2014).  Marlena is 
also a bylined writer for Our Daily Bread Ministries and Christianity To-
day. She serves as Minister of Pastoral Care at St. Andrew’s United 
Methodist Church. Marlena also provides instruction at Winebrenner 
Theological Seminary, teaching courses on spiritual formation. She and 
her husband, Shawn, live in Findlay, OH with their three daughters. 
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 we’ll begin the day with worship, prayer, a brief testimony, and a tour of the church 
 

 Dr Song-Chong Lee will lead a discussion on TRANSCENDENCE (‘Are there causes  
 larger than me that drive my decision making?’) - worship and breakout groups 
 

 we’ll break into small groups to explore the Toledo Museum of Art 
 

 
 

 what did you find this afternoon? why did it speak to you of transcendence? 
 

 we spent time searching the Toledo Museum of Art...now let’s look around campus... 
 

 we’ll finish off the evening relaxing with video games, board games, cards, and more 
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Dr. Song-Chong Lee is associate professor of Philosophy and Religious 
Studies at the University of Findlay, having earned his Ph.D. from Tem-
ple University.  He is currently chair of the Asian Religion section of the 
Mid-Atlantic Region of the American Academy of Religion. His scholarly 
and teaching interests include Indian religions, Neo-Confucianism, and 
the relationship between religion and politics and Korean Christianity. 
In 2012, Dr. Lee was invited to a prestigious Wabash Center Workshop 
and was awarded, in 2013, a $5,000 Summer Research Fellowship. 
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 we’ll begin the day with worship, prayer, a brief testimony, and a tour of the church 
 

 Carmille Akande will lead a discussion on VOCATION (‘What am I being called 
 to do?’) - times of worship and breakout discussion included 
 

 we’ll spend the afternoon working together through a low ropes course 
 

 students will have the opportunity to interact with faculty members from one of  
 the six colleges at the university, hearing how God’s call was discerned in their lives 
 

 students will have the opportunity to interact with faculty members from another of  
 the six colleges at the university, hearing how God’s call was discerned in their lives 
 

 after a time of worship, Jerilyn Cox will share a bit of her own faith journey,  
 followed by our final breakout discussions and some free time to end the night 
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Carmille Akande graduated from Winston-Salem State University   
with a degree in Political Science. She received her law degree from  
the University of Dayton School of Law and is licensed to practice law in  
the State of Ohio and the U.S. District Court in the Southern District of 
Ohio. Ms. Akande has served as Assistant Prosecuting Attorney with 
Montgomery County and the City of Dayton. She currently advocates 
for children who are abused, neglected and dependent, serving as a 
staff attorney for Lucas County Children Services.  
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Jerilyn Cox is a Registered Nurse working in inner-city public health in 
Washington, DC; serving as a Lead Action Corps Volunteer Organizer 
with Oxfam America. Although currently rooted in the DC area, Jerilyn 
grew up in the Philippines and Papua New Guinea as a child of mission-
ary parents. In 2014, Jerilyn received her B.S. in Nursing from Cedarville 
University, working on a maternal and child health project in Haiti after 
graduation. She aims to tell stories that spark questions and help us 
think creatively about faith and vocation. 
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 we’ll begin the day with worship, prayer, a brief testimony, and a tour of the church 
 

 we’ll take a hands-on approach to Friday’s big theme—SERVICE—engaging in  
 projects around town as we consider the question, ‘How will we serve humanity?’ 
 

 bring your stuff to the Winebrenner building once you’re packed and ready to go 
 

 we’ll gather for one last goodbye as family and friends arrive to take you home 
 

 
 

 for those interested in coming to the University of Findlay in the future, we are 
 excited to offer the opportunity to compete for a portion of the TLB Christian 
 Leadership Scholarship; the competition will run from 2:30pm-5:00pm and will  
 include both written and interview portions; participation is optional 
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Dr. Shawn Graves is assistant professor of Philosophy at the Universi-
ty of Findlay, having earned his Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University 
of Rochester. He has published articles in a variety of journals and, in 
addition to contributing chapters to books in the past, has a forthcom-
ing co-edited book on Christian pacifism and nonviolence. Dr. Graves 
has presented work at numerous professional conferences and serves 
as Chair of the Midwest Region of the Evangelical Philosophical Society. 
He and his wife, Marlena, live in Findlay, OH with their three daughters. 
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Robert recommends: 
Emmanuel Katongole, Reconciling All Things: A Christian Vision for Justice, Peace, and Healing 
Tony Evans, Kingdom Man: Every Man’s Destiny, Every Woman’s Dream 
Courageous (2011 film) 
William McDowell, “Withholding Nothing” (2013 album) and “Arise” (2011 album) 
 
Shelby recommends: 
Francis Chan, Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God 
Barbara Hughes, Disciplines of a Godly Woman 
A. W. Tozer, Delighting in God 
War Room (2015 film) 
Old Fashioned (2015 film) 
 
Matthew recommends: 
C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters 
Mariano Rivera, The Closer 
Bellarive, “Heartbeat” (2012 album) and “Before There Was” (2014 album) 
Matt & Toby, “Matt & Toby” (2012 album) 
The City Harmonic, “Heart” (2013 album) and “I Have a Dream (It Feels Like Home)” (2011) 
 
Hannah recommends: 
Jim Cymbala, Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire: What Happens When God's Spirit Invades  
   the Hearts of His People 
The Way, Way Back (2013 film) 
Needtobreathe, “Rivers in the Wasteland” (2014 album) 
Ascend the Hill, “Ascend the Hill” (2009 album) and “Take the World…” (2010 album) 
 
Josh recommends: 
C. S. Lewis, The Great Divorce 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship 
Charles Sheldon, In His Steps 
NF, “Mansion” (2015 album) and “Therapy Session” (2016 album) 
Propaganda, “Crimson Cord” (2014 album) 
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Josiah recommends: 
Kevin DeYoung, Just Do Something: A Liberating Approach to Finding God’s Will 
Tim Keller, Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith 
C. S. Lewis, The Chronicles of Narnia 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together 
Stranger Than Fiction (2006 film) 
Audrey Assad, “Fortunate Fall” (2013 album) 
 
Sara recommends: 
Bob Goff, Love Does: Discover a Secretly Incredible Life in an Ordinary World 
C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
A. W. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy 
Pompton Lakes, “Rest” (2012 album) 
 
Shaela recommends: 
Gregory Boyle, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion 
Neil T. Anderson, Victory Over the Darkness: Realize the Power of Your Identity in Christ 
Frances Roberts, Come Away My Beloved 
All Sons & Daughters, “Live” (2013 album) and “Season One” (2012 album) 
Rend Collective Experiment, “Campfire” (2013 album) 
 
Brecken recommends: 
William P. Young, The Shack 
Nadia Bolz-Weber, Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People 
Nadia Bolz-Weber 2012 ELCA Presentation (Wednesday Night Dome Speaker - YouTube) 
 
Evie recommends: 
Mike Yankoski, Under the Overpass: A Journey of Faith on the Streets of America 
Rachel Held Evans, Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the Church 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince 
Navid Kermani, “Love in Syria” (article in the Plow Quarterly) 
Micah Bournes, “Alive & Ill” (2014 album) and “The Man Without a Name” (2012 album) 
 
Tyler recommends: 
Philip Yancey, Disappointment with God: Three Questions No One Asks Aloud 
Donald Miller, Blue Like Jazz: Nonreligious Thoughts on Christian Spirituality 
The Iron Giant (1999 film) 
Chronicle (2012 film) 
Attalus, “Into the Sea” (2015 album) and “Gospel Hymns, Vol. 1” (2013 album) 
Dustin Kensrue, “The Water & The Blood” (2013 album) 

SE R V I C E/F A R EWE L L  



 
Other recommendations from University faculty: 
Wendell Berry, The Unsettling of America 
Joetta Handrich Schlabach, Extending the Table: A World Community Cookbook 
J. P. Moreland and Mark Matlock, Smart Faith: Loving Your God with all Your Mind 
Kevin Brennfleck, Live Your Calling: A Practical Guide to Finding and Fulfilling Your Mission in Life  
Albert Schweitzer, Out of My Life and Thought: An Autobiography 
Sean Covey, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens  
Saint Augustine, Confessions 
H. Richard Neibuhr, Christ and Culture 
Thomas Merton, The Seven Storey Mountain and Passion for Peace: Reflections on War and  
  Nonviolence 
Henri Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming and The Wounded  
  Healer: Ministry in Contemporary Society 
J. I. Packer, Knowing God 
Ron Sider, Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger  
Philip Hallie, Lest Innocent Blood Be Shed: The Story of the Village of Le Chambon and How  
  Goodness Happened There 
Chaim Potok, The Chosen 
John Stott, Basic Christianity 
Carrie Newcomer, “before & after” (2010 album) 
TobyMac, “Speak Life” (on 2012 album) 
 

 
Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is error, the truth; 
Where there is doubt, the faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 
Grant that I may not so much seek 
To be consoled, as to console; 
To be understood, as to understand; 
To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
     Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 
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Pastor Matt recommends: 
Skye Jethani, With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to God 
Graham Greene, The Power and the Glory 
C. S. Lewis, Till We Have Faces 
John Baillie, A Diary of Private Prayer 
Miroslav Volf, Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of Grace 
Jim Belcher, In Search of Deep Faith: A Pilgrimage into Beauty and Goodness 
G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy 
Jacques Ellul, The Subversion of Christianity 
Arthur G. Bennett, Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions 
Alan Paton, Cry, the Beloved Country 
Brian Zahnd, Beauty Will Save the World: Rediscovering the Allure and Mystery of Christianity 
Henry Blackaby, Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God 
Blue Like Jazz (2012 film) 
Hotel Rwanda (2005 film) 
The Last Bison, “VA” (2014 album) 
The Gray Havens, “Fire and Stone” (2015 album) 
Atlas Rhoads, “Atlas Rhoads” (2015 album) 
 
Dr Graves recommends: 
Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life In God and Hearing God:   
  Developing a Conversational Relationship with God 
Os Guinness, The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life and Fit Bodies Fat  
  Minds: Why Evangelicals Don't Think and What to Do About It 
Richard Foster, Freedom of Simplicity: Finding Harmony in a Complex World and Celebration  
  of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth 
Flannery O’Connor, Spiritual Writings 
Lewis Smedes, Mere Morality: What God Expects from Ordinary People 
Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness: The Autobiography of the Legendary Catholic Social Activist 
Laura Swan, Forgotten Desert Mothers: Sayings, Lives, and Stories of Early Christian Women 
Christena Cleveland, Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep Us Apart 
Randy Woodley, Shalom and the Community of Creation: An Indigenous Vision 
Jim Forest, The Road to Emmaus: Pilgrimage as a Way of Life and Loving Our Enemies: Reflec-
tions on the Hardest Commandment 
Edward Gilbreath, Reconciliation Blues: A Black Evangelical's Inside View of White Christianity 
Drew G. I. Hart, Trouble I've Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views Racism 
Stanley Hauerwas, Living Gently in a Violent World: The Prophetic Witness of Weakness 
Marlena Graves, A Beautiful Disaster: Finding Hope in the Midst of Brokenness 
Martin Luther King, Jr, Strength to Love 
Wendell Berry, What Are People For?: Essays 
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