
RIGHTS AND SERVICES FOR VICTIMS OF: 
SEXUAL ASSAULT, RAPE, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, DATING 

VIOLENCE, STALKING 
 

 

Any student or employee who reports an incident of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, or 
stalking, whether the incident occurred on or off campus, shall receive a written explanation of their rights 
and options. Exercise of these rights is at the discretion of the victim and include the rights to: 

 

1. Go to Domestic Relations Court and file for a Civil Protection Order, Stalking Order, or Sexually Oriented 

Offense Order to restrain your attacker from abusing you, and/or an order directing your attacker to leave 
your household, building, school, college or workplace; 

2. Seek criminal complaint for threats, assault and battery, or other related offenses; 
3. Seek medical treatment (either at the hospital or Cosiano Health Center); 
4. Notify local law enforcement and/or UF Campus Security/Police or decline such notification. The 

University will assist the victim in notifying law enforcement and/or UF Campus Security/Police if 
the victim so chooses. 

5. Request the police to remain at the scene until your safety is otherwise ensured; 
6. Request that a police officer assist you by arranging transportation or by taking you to a safe place, such 

as a shelter or a family or friend’s residence; and 

7. Obtain a copy of the police incident report at no cost from the police department. 
 

The University of Findlay will work with the victim to make any reasonably available change to the victim’s 
academic, living, transportation, and working situation regardless of whether a report is filed with local law 
enforcement or campus police. 

 

Orders of protection issued by the court are fully upheld and enforced on all University-owned, and – 
controlled property. If any student, faculty, or staff member obtains an order of protection or restraining 
order, he/she must promptly inform the Campus Security/Police Office and provide the office with a copy of 
the order. 

 

Reporting 

The University of Findlay encourages any member of the campus community who has witnessed or 
experienced dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking or who knows of a member of the 

campus community who has experienced any of these incidents to report the incident to the University. A 
student who reports an incident, either as a complainant or third party witness will receive amnesty from any 

violations of the Student Code of Conduct or other University policies. 
 

Incidents can be reported by: 

 Students can report incidents in confidence to the Cosiano Health Center at 419-434-4550 or in person at 
the Health Center at 120 West Foulke Ave. 

 Students can report incidents in confidence to the Counseling Services Office by contacting a 

Counselor at 419-434-4526. 

 Students can report in confidence to Campus Ministry by contacting a Campus Minister at 419-434-
5624 or in person in room 120 at The Campus Ministry House at 1100 N Main Street. 

 
 

 Contacting the Campus Security/Police Office at 419-434-4799 or by visiting the office in person on 
the first floor of Lovett Hall. 

 



 Anonymous reporting can be made via the Silent Victim/Witness Report link on the Campus Safety 
and Emergency Management webpage by clicking here. 

 Contacting the Title IX Investigator at 419-434-5599 or in person in the office in the basement of Old 
Main Room 24. 

 Contacting the Title IX Coordinator at 419-434-4570 or in person in the Office of Student Affairs on the 

first floor of Old Main. office at 211 Koehler Fitness and Recreation Complex. 

 Student Athletes can also report to the Assistant Athletic Director and Senior Woman Administrator 
at 419-434- 4663 or in person in the office at 211 Koehler Fitness and Recreation Complex. 

 Employees may also report to the Office of Human Resources at 419-434-6964 or in person at the 

office on the 2nd Floor, Croy Physical Education Center. 
 

Only the Offices of Counseling Services, Health Services and Campus Ministry can offer victims total 

confidentiality. These Offices will provide any and all necessary support to victims without the requirement 
to report to other University Offices or law enforcement. 

 
Resources 
The University of Findlay, City of Findlay and Hancock County, offer important resources that victims of 

sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking may wish to utilize. The University of Findlay 
will provide written notification of these resources to victims of abuse and violence. Resources such as 
medical treatment, counseling, advocacy and law enforcement are all available to victims of these incidents. 

 

A victim need not formally report an incident of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence 
or stalking to law enforcement or campus security to access the following resources. 

 

The University of Findlay Offices: 
 

Counseling Services, 307 Frazer Street, (419)-434-4526 - Professional, confidential counseling, advocacy, 

guidance, and assistance in understanding options, rights, and outcomes. 
 

Cosiano Health Center, 120 West Foulke, 419-434-4550 - Sexual assault response services, medical 

treatment, specialist referrals, advocacy, guidance, and assistance in understanding options, rights, and 
outcomes. 

 

Campus Security/Police, 201 Frazer Street, 419-434-4799 - Security, assistance in notifying law enforcement, 

guidance, and assistance in understanding options, rights, and outcomes. 
 
Title IX Coordinator, Office of Student Affairs First Floor of Old Main, 419-434-4570 – Guidance, advocacy, 
and assistance in understanding rights, options, and outcomes. Assistance in making changes to academic, 
working, transportation, or living situation, investigation of claims and assistance in notifying law 

enforcement. 
 

Title IX Investigator, Old Main 24, 419-434-5599 - Security, investigation of claims, assistance in making 
changes to academic, working, transportation or living situation, advocacy, assistance in notifying law 

enforcement, guidance, and assistance in understanding options, rights, and outcomes. 
 

Student Affairs, Old Main First Floor, 419-434-4570 - Guidance, advocacy, and assistance in understanding 
options, rights, and outcomes. Assistance in making changes to academic, working, transportation, or living 

situation, investigation of claims, and assistance in notifying law enforcement. 
 

 

http://www.findlay.edu/offices/student/safetysecurity/Silent-Victim-Witness-Program


Human Resources, Croy Gymnasium 2nd Floor, 419-434-6964 - Guidance, advocacy, and assistance in 
understanding options, rights, and outcomes. Assistance in making changes to academic, working, 

transportation, or living situation, investigation of claims and assistance in notifying law enforcement. 
 

International Admissions, 1214 North Cory Street, 419-434-4558 - Visa and immigration assistance. Translators, 
assistance in contacting available resources. 

 

Financial Aid, Old Main First Floor Room 116, 419-434-4791, 419-434-4792 - Financial aid information and 
assistance. 

 

Off-Campus Resources: 
 

Open Arms Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Services, 401 W. Sandusky Street, Findlay, Ohio 419-422-4766 

www.openarmsfindlay.org - Emergency shelter, rape crisis, outreach, advocacy, and support. Assistance in 

contacting other resources including medical care, legal services, support groups, and counseling. 
 

Domestic Relations Court, Common Pleas Courthouse, 419-424-7818 - Civil Protection Orders, Stalking Orders 

and Sexually Oriented Offense Orders. 
 

City of Findlay Police Department, Findlay Municipal Building, 419-424-7150 - Security, investigation, police 
reports, protection orders. 

 

Hancock County Sheriff, 200 West Crawford Street, Findlay, Ohio 419-424-7097 - Security, investigation, police 

reports. 
 

Blanchard Valley Hospital Emergency Room, 1900 South Main Street, Findlay, Ohio 419-423-5207  

Hancock Public Health Department, 1644 Tiffin Ave. Suite A, Findlay, Ohio 419-424-7105  

National Domestic Violence Hotline, 1-800-799-7233 

National Sexual Assault Hotline, 1-800-656-4673 
 
Ohio Domestic Violence Network, 1-800-934-9840, www.odvn.org 

 

Ohio Legal Services, http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/domestic- 
violence/ohio_domestic_violence_resource_center/. 

 

Ohio Alliance to End Sexual Violence, www.oaesv.org, 1-888-886-8388 
 

Rape Abuse and Incest National Network, 1-800-656-4613, www.rainn.org 
 

Victim Confidentiality 

Counseling Services, Health Services and Campus Ministry are the only offices that can offer victims complete 
confidentiality. 

 

The University is committed to maintaining the privacy of the parties involved to the fullest extent possible under 

applicable law. There may be instances when the institution determines it needs to investigate and take 
reasonable action even when the complainant requests anonymity or that no action be taken. Thus, absolute 

confidentiality cannot be guaranteed. 

http://www.openarmsfindlay.org/
http://www.odvn.org/
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/domestic-violence/ohio_domestic_violence_resource_center/
http://www.ohiolegalservices.org/public/domestic-violence/ohio_domestic_violence_resource_center/
http://www.oaesv.org/
http://www.rainn.org/


In such cases, the University will take all reasonable steps to investigate and respond to the complaint consistent 
with the victim’s requests, and when it cannot do so, will keep the victim informed, as deemed appropriate. In all 
cases, the University will take care to protect the identities of the parties by discussing the allegations only with 
those who have a legitimate administrative or legal reason to know. 

 

Public records of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking will be kept without disclosing 
the victim’s identity unless precluded by federal or state law. If a report discloses an immediate threat to the 

campus community, the University may issue a Timely Warning of the conduct in the interest of the safety and 
well-being of the campus community. This warning will not contain any personally identifying information 
related to a victim. The University will not disclose information about sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, or stalking to third parties except as may be required or permitted by federal or state law. 
 
Victims drive the investigation. If they do not report, we may not have any indication an incident has occurred. 
If we “should reasonably know” that some form of harassing or violent behavior is occurring, we must 

investigate even if we don’t have a victim or the victim refuses to participate in the investigation. 
 

Guidelines for Victims  
If an incident of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence or stalking occurs, it is important to preserve 

evidence so that the University can successfully conduct an internal investigation and the potential for criminal 
prosecution remains an option for the survivor. The following guidelines provide information victims can use to 

preserve evidence. 
 

SEXUAL ASSAULT 
This guidance is intended as a general guide for victims and family members or friends of a person who has 
been sexually assaulted. Specific direction about the victim’s situation should be sought from a person who is 

experienced in the care and management of victims, such as an emergency department doctor, nurse, sexual 
assault nurse examiner, or counselor. 

 

After Sexual Assault 
 Find a safe environment away from the assailant. 
 Call a close friend or relative – someone who will offer unconditional support. 

 Seek medical care. 
o Do not change clothes, bathe, douche, or brush your teeth until evidence is collected. New under- 

garments and sweat suits will be available to victims at on-campus and off-campus service providers. 

o A complete medical evaluation includes evidence collection, a physical examination, treatment 
and/or counseling. Survivors may opt out of any part of this evaluation at their own discretion. 

 Follow up with a healthcare provider one to two weeks following the assault. 

 Seek counseling services. 
 
Seek Medical Care – It is important to seek emergency medical care as soon as possible to begin coping with 
the complex emotional issues experienced by survivors of sexual assault. Medical care can be provided at the 

Cosiano Health Center on-campus day or night or at the Blanchard Valley Hospital Emergency Center. Evidence 
collection may occur up to 96 hours from the assault and occurs only with the consent of the victim. 

 
Sexual Assault exams are conducted by nurses at the Blanchard Valley Hospital and are capable of collecting 
evidence up to 96 hours following an assault. Nurses from the Cosiano Health Center, an Open Arms 
Advocate, or another individual identified by the victim can accompany the victim to the exam. Victims 
seeking treatment at the Cosiano Health Center will receive services necessary to address their needs but 
must go to Blanchard Valley Hospital to seek evidence collection of an assault.  

 



Follow-Up Care – It is highly recommended that victims have a follow-up visit with a healthcare provider within 
two weeks of the assault. At this visit, victims will receive follow-up testing, receive treatment if needed, and 
discuss the recovery process and how the survivor is recovering. Additional visits, if necessary, maybe 
recommended by the healthcare provider. 

 

Seek Counseling Services – Victims of sexual assault often need extensive emotional support. Symptoms of 

anger, fear, anxiety, physical pain, sleep disturbance, lack of appetite, shame, guilt, depression, and intrusive 
thoughts can develop in the days and weeks following the assault. Many victims are reluctant to seek help 
because of the fear that thinking or talking about the assault will be too painful. However, most victims find 
counseling helpful in the recovery process. 

 

In the weeks following an assault, some victims develop physical and emotional symptoms, such as pain in the 
muscles, joints, pelvis and/or abdomen, lack of appetite, difficulty sleeping, or nightmares. Some victims find it 
very difficult to resume their habits and lifestyles. This collection of symptoms is called rape trauma syndrome 
and can last several months. Counselors found on-campus at the Counseling Center, advocates at Open Arms in 
Findlay and other service providers listed in this policy can provide assistance and/or treatment in dealing with 

this syndrome and any other symptoms resulting from the assault. 
 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE/DATING VIOLENCE 
For the purposes of this policy, dating violence and domestic violence will be referred to as violence. Violence 

impacts individuals of all ethnicities, races, ages, educational levels, religions, and sexual orientations. Women 
are overwhelmingly the victims of abuse (with 85-90% of victims of violence being women abused by male 

partners), but men can also be victims of abuse by male or female partners and domestic violence/dating 
violence also occurs in same-sex relationships. 

 

A partner’s decision to use abusive and/or violent tactics in a relationship is often hard to identify and notice at 
first. Abusive individuals are known to be extremely manipulative and in many cases are kind, attentive, and 

charming when a relationship begins. Often abusive behaviors, such as possessiveness (disguised as lots of 
attention) and jealously (portrayed as a caring concern for their partner), appear to be flattering in the early 

stages of a new relationship. In many cases, abuse becomes worse once the victim has developed emotional, 
economic, or social ties to the abuser that make leaving the relationship more difficult. 

 

Each individual’s experience with violence is unique, so there is no “one way” an abusive relationship should 

look. But many of the tactics that abusive people use are similar, due to the fact that they are very effective tools 
to control and dominate others. Likewise, there is no “one way” to stop the violence and remove an individual 

from an abusive/violent relationship. Following are some general guidelines individuals in an abusive/violent 
relationship can follow: 

 

Domestic V iolence/Dating V iolence 
 Find a safe environment away from the abusive/violent individual. 

 Call a close friend or relative – someone who will offer unconditional support. 

 Seek medical care if you are injured. 

 Contact a service provider such as Open Arms, UF Counseling Services, Century Health, UF Campus 

Security/Police, or Findlay Police. 
 Follow up with a healthcare provider as needed. 

 Seek counseling services. 

 

 
 

 



The University of Findlay strongly encourages anyone who is involved in an abusive/violent relationship to 
report the violent behavior to local police or seek assistance from on-campus resources. Human Resources, 
Security, Campus Safety and Emergency Management, Counseling Services and the Health Center are all 
offices that can provide assistance. Local agencies such as Open Arms are also available to provide advocacy 
and assistance. 

 

STALKING 
The following guidelines will help increase the safety of individuals who are being stalked. The primary objective 
of any action taken against a stalker is to prevent contact and access to any personal information. Each case of 
stalking is unique and there is no “one way” to address stalkers or ensure complete safety. 
However, these guidelines will start an individual along the path of reclaiming control over the situation. 

 

Stalking 
 Refrain from all contact and communication with the person stalking you. 

 Keep text messages, emails, Facebook posts, voice mail and any other evidence of attempted contact 
made by the stalker. 

 Report the stalking to UF Campus Security/Police and/or Findlay Police. 
 Obtain a Civil Protection Order from the Common Pleas Court and/or a No-Contact Order from the 

University. 
 Tell close friends and relatives about the situation and provide a description of the stalker as well as the 

methods used to follow/contact you. 

 Contact Student Affairs to request a room change if you live in on-campus housing. 

 Do not accept any packages you did not expressly order. 

 If at all possible, try not to travel alone. UF Campus Security/Police can provide escorts to and from 
locations on campus. 

 
Suggestions for Your Phone and Social Media 

 Remove any personally identifying information from all social media networks. 

 Turn off location services on your phone, so that posts do not include your location. 

 Talk to your service provider to request a new, unlisted cell phone number. 

 Change/Re-record your voicemail message so that it no longer includes your name or your voice. 
 Block calls and texts from your stalker. 

 Select the highest security settings on any social networking sites. If possible, block the stalker’s profile on 
sites like Facebook and Twitter, and make your profile private. 

 Be wary of giving out personal information when making online purchases. 
 

The University of Findlay strongly encourages individuals who are experiencing or have experienced sexual 
assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and/or stalking to report the behavior to Campus Security/Police 
and Findlay Police. The University and Findlay Police can take actions to protect victims ensure their safety and 

well-being and put an end to the behavior. 
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