The University of Findlay College of Education
EDUC 781:  Research IV Dissertation
The Mission of the University is to equip our students for meaningful lives and productive careers.
	Course Number/Title:
	EDUC 781:  Research IV Dissertation

	

	Credit Hours:
	1 semester hour

	

	Class Time/Place:
	On-Line in Canvas

	

	Prerequisites:
	EDUC 770 and EDUC 771

	

	Co-requisites:
	EDUC 780

	

	Instructor:
	TBA

	

	Office Hours:
	TBA or by Appointment

	

	Course Description
	This course is the last of three courses designed to focus on the candidate’s production of a doctoral dissertation. This course will allow the candidate time for regularly scheduled meetings with his/her dissertation chair. During this course the focus of the candidate/chair meetings will be analyzing and interpreting the data and drawing conclusions for their dissertations. At the conclusion of the course, the candidates will submit their dissertations to their dissertation committees for final approval at an oral defense.

	

	Course Objectives
	Candidates will:
1. Review with the dissertation chair the use of statistical analysis in the candidate’s dissertation.
2. Review with the dissertation chair on the analysis and interpretation of data in the candidate’s dissertation.
3. Review with the dissertation chair the displays of data in the candidate’s dissertation.
4. Review with the dissertation chair the results section of the candidate’s dissertation.
5. Review with the dissertation chair the discussion and conclusions sections of the candidate’s dissertation.
6. Submit completed dissertation to the dissertation committee for approval.
7. Provide a defense of the dissertation at a formal Oral Defense.



Instructional Strategies
	Case Analysis
	
	Library and Internet Research
	X

	Debate
	
	Practice/drill
	

	Discovery/Independent Research
	X
	Problem solving
	X

	Discussion/Questioning
	X
	Reading assignments
	X

	Experiential Learning
	
	Role playing/simulation games
	

	Lecture
	
	Video/Audio Review and Critique
	


Methods of Assessment
	Attendance
	
	Abstracts
	X

	Class Participation
	
	Peer Evaluation
	

	Written Policy Analysis
	
	Discussion Board
	

	Group Project and Presentation
	
	Research
	X

	Module Course Assignments
	X
	
	


	Assignments
	Assignment #1: 100 points

Assignment #2: 100 points

Assignment #3: 100 points

Assignment #4: 100 points

Assignment #5: 200 points

Assignment #6: 200 points

Assignments #7: 200 points

Key Assessment #8: 500 points

Total Points: 1500 points

	

	Grading Scale/Distribution
	Grade Scale:
A: 93% - 100%
A-: 90% - 92%
B+: 87% - 89%
B: 83% - 86%
B-: 80% - 82%
C+: 77% - 79%
C: 73% - 76%
C-: 70% - 72%
D+: 67% - 69%
D: 63% - 66%
D-: 60% - 62%
F: 0% - 59%

	

	Honor Code
	Each and every student of the University will adhere to the following Honor Code:
“I will not knowingly engage in any dishonorable behavior, cheat, steal, lie or commit any act of plagiarism during any academic work, course or endeavor. If I observe an act which I believe violates the University’s Honor Code. I may, at my discretion, report it to the appropriate personnel.”
Student Honor Code: “I acknowledge that I have fully complied or will comply with all aspects of the University’s Honor Code in submitting this work.”
Student Rights and Responsibilities Statement, Article VIII- Academic Dishonesty: http://www.findlay.edu/offices/adminoffices/registrar/Student+Rights+ and+Responsibilities/studentrightsandresponsibilitiesstatement.htm

	

	Final Exam Date
	Dissertation Defense must be completed before May 26, 2019

	

	Special Services
	If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to register with the Office of Disability Service and notify your instructor one week prior to any needed service so that reasonable accommodations can be made for you.


	Course and Instructor Evaluation
	Done both via formal electronic course evaluation and informal Q&A responses. Each student is expected to complete the course and instructor evaluation which is sent electronically to the student by the Office of the Registrar. The electronic notification comes in the form of an e-mail from the UF Registrar’s Office with the following subject line: Online survey for the designated course.

	

	Additional Information
	APA Format for Papers
The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) (2009) (6th ed.) is the style adopted by Educational Leadership faculty. Students are expected to apply it appropriately and consistently throughout written work. The new 6th edition is described on this website: http://apastyle.org/ . There are several reference guides available including this one that has the new requirements of the 6th edition even though the copyright remains 2007.
Rossiter, J. (2007). APA pocket handbook: APA rules for format & documentation. DW Publishing Co. (This guide is available at the Bookstore.)
APA Guide through USF Library: from Library home page, locate “Citing Sources and Ref Works”: http://guides.lib.usf.edu/content.php?pid=69952&sid=517795
APA Style Tutorial: http://www.apastyle.org/learn/tutorials/basics- tutorial.aspx
APA Guide (Owl, Purdue University): http://guides.lib.usf.edu/content.php?pid=69952&sid=517795
The UF Dissertation Template

All students must submit their chapters in one of the UF Dissertation Templates unless they have specific permission from both their Chair and a research methodologists.

	

	Last Day of Attendance Policy
	A student's last date of attendance is the date he/she last participated in an online discussion, submitted an assignment that can be tracked or corresponded with the instructor. A student logging into the system is no longer an acceptable method of determining last day of attendance according to federal guidelines. If the student attends all classes, the official last date of the class, as determined by the institution, will be used for reporting purposes.


Tentative Course Schedule
	Module
	Assignment
	Due Date

	1
	Email Completed Chapter One to Committee for Feedback


	1/18/20

	
	Committee Feedback on Chapter One


	2/1/20

	2
	Email Completed Chapter Two to Committee for Feedback 


	2/01/20

	
	Committee Feedback on Chapter Two


	2/15/20

	3
	Email Completed Chapter Three to Committee for Feedback


	2/15/20

	
	Committee Feedback on Chapter Three


	2/29/20

	4
	Email Chapters One, Two, and Three w/Modifications to Committee

	3/14/20

	5
	Email Chapter Four to Committee for Feedback

	3/14/20

	
	Committee Feedback on Chapter Four


	3/28/20

	6
	Email Chapter Five to Committee for Feedback

 
	3/28/20

	
	· Committee Feedback on Chapter Five

· Email Dissertation Defense Approval Form to Doctoral Program Chair


	4/11/20

	7 
	Email Final Dissertation to Committee 


	4/25/20

	8
	Dissertation Defense


	5/18/20


KA6- Passing of Oral Dissertation Defense
1. Candidates will complete their dissertations to the satisfaction of their committees.
2. Candidates will meet with their committees for an oral defense of their dissertations. These meetings may be virtual or face-to-face, but all committee members must be in attendance.
3. During the oral defense, candidates will make a presentation about their dissertation research, speaking specifically to each chapter.
4. Candidates will answer questions of their committee and address any concerns committee members might have.
5. At the conclusion of the meeting, the committee will meet in private to determine if the candidate passed the oral defense.
6. Committees will inform candidates of their decision. If the decision is that the candidate passed, the candidate is considered a Dissertation Completer. If the decision is that the candidate has failed, he/she will be counseled about next steps by the Committee Chair.
The University of Findlay

College of Education

Doctor of Education Oral Defense Rubric

Candidate:






Date:

Dissertation Title:

	Section
	Target
	Pass/Fail
	Comment(s)

	Introduction
	Clearly and succinctly introduces the audience to the dissertation topic
	
	

	Literature Review
	Demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and critical interaction of relevant literature; seminal and/or foundational research is present or integrated (for example citing recognized experts in the field)
	
	

	Theoretical Framework
	Delineates and defends an appropriate conceptual support system
	
	

	Need for this Study
	Clearly summates the literature review by defending the necessity of the study and the research “gap” it will help “fill”
	
	

	Methodology
	Explicitly articulates and defends the research methodology; noting potential limitations
	
	

	Data Collection
	Thoroughly describes all data collection procedures
	
	

	Data Analysis
	Extensively explains and defends the analysis process; demonstrates a valid and reliable study
	
	

	Findings
	Explicitly depicts and justifies the study results
	
	

	Conclusion
	Seamlessly interweaves findings, current research, and theoretical framework
	
	

	

	Communication: Presentation
	Clearly and fluently relays information; refrains from using silence fillers (um, like, ah, and…); appropriate and innovative use of presentation methods; poised
	
	

	Communication:

Defense
	Confidently answers committee and guest faculty questions in a comprehensible and appropriate manner
	
	


The University of Findlay

College of Education

Doctor of Education Written Dissertation Rubric
Candidate:






Date:

Dissertation Title:

	Section
	Target
	Pass/Fail
	Comment(s)

	Introduction
	Conveyed project within context of literature; moderately-strong rationale; purpose was clear and focused
	
	

	Review of Literature
	Comprehensive review of literature relevant to the study; well-organized with nuanced critique regarding relatedness of the research and scholarship reviewed; includes specific criteria for inclusion/exclusion of various theoretical perspectives/empirical studies; clearly describes research samples, methodologies, and findings
	
	

	Methods
	Appropriate detail in description of subjects, design, data, data collection, instrument(s), methods, procedures, and statistical analysis
	
	

	Results
	All pertinent results reported and in clear and concise manner; tables/figures are labeled appropriately
	
	

	Discussion and Summary
	Brief and concise discussion of major findings/outcomes; superior, accurate, engaging, and thought-provoking, conclusions/summaries and recommendations appropriate and clearly based on outcomes
	
	

	Writing Quality
	Written with great clarity and precision; each sentence is understandable; word choice, grammar, punctuation, and spelling are excellent; narrative is logical and coherent; correct use of 6th edition of APA
	
	

	General Comments
	


The University of Findlay

College of Education

Dissertation Defense 

Candidate:____________________________
Date:_______________________________

Dissertation Title: ______________________________________________________________________________

Top of Form

Defense:  
   MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image1.emf]
Research Proposal (Ch. 1-3)


 MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image2.emf]
Final Defense

Top of Form

	Decision of the Committee:       MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image3.emf]
Pass              MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image4.emf]
Pass with Modifications            MACROBUTTON HTMLDirect [image: image5.emf]
Fail

	Required Modifications: 
                                                                                          Modifications Due Date:

	Dissertation Chair/Advisor
	Signature

	Dissertation Committee Member
	Signature

	Dissertation Committee Member
	Signature

	Dissertation Committee Member
	Signature

	Doctoral Candidate
	Signature


College of Education

Dissertation Defense 

Candidate:____________________________
Date:_______________________________

Dissertation Title: ______________________________________________________________________________

Top of Form

We, the dissertation committee, verify that all required modifications to the dissertation have been completed to our satisfaction, that the dissertation is complete and in its final publishable form, and that all obligations associated with the dissertation have been fulfilled.

	Dissertation Chair/Advisor
	Signature

	Dissertation Committee Member
	Signature

	Dissertation Committee Member
	Signature

	Dissertation Committee Member
	Signature

	Doctoral Candidate
	Signature


Knowledge Base





Research in this course is drawn in part from:





Butin, D. W. (2010). The education dissertation. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin.


Cresswell, J. W. & Plano Clark, V. L. (2007). Designing and conducting mixed methods research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.


Gay, L. R.; Mills, G. E.; & Airasian, P. (2006). Educational research: competencies for analysis and applications. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.


Hittleman, D. R. & Simon, A. J. (2006). Interpreting educational research: an introduction for consumers of research. Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.


Schram, T. H. (2006). Conceptualizing and proposing qualitative research.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.


Weisberg, H. F.; Krosnick, J. A.; & Bowen, B. D. (1996). An introduction to survey, research, polling, and data analysis. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage.










